ORIGINAL AND REBUILT T CLASS 


ON THE NORTH-EAST 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTEO IN RAILWAYS 


During the last couple of years, many major changes 
have taken place in the railways as the Government tries 
to mould together a viable system that can compete with 
its competitors for a larger share of the transport market. 

Millions of dollars are being spent to upgrade and 
improve equipment and facilities that have outlived their 
usefulness and need replacing. 

In an effort to keep the wage spiral down, a plan was 
worked out to give the people over 55 years of age a 
chance to retire if they so desired. 

While this was feasible in an office situation where 
computers and word processors are replacing people, it 
has caused some concern on the running grades. 

Drivers, guards and shunters have nearly always been 
in short supply due to the hours and conditions in which 
they work, and to lose even a small percentage to early 
retirement places an extra burden on those remaining. 

While nobody would deny these people a chance to 
retire early, the money saved seems insignificant when 
you see the years of experience in their respective fields 
they have taken with them. This cannot be replaced over- 
night. It is hoped Government plans include means of 

, overcoming this problem in the best interest of all con- 
| cerned. 


Front Cover: With the sun high in the sky, the heat of 
the day is starting to tell as RM93, The Gulflander sits 
at the platform at Normanton on 18.10.84. (John Dare) 
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Opposite above: T325-335 race through Kilmore East 
on the 1225 Up Shepparton pass. at 1406 on 
Wed.7.4.84. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


| Opposite below: P11 is put away at Wallan during a 
light engine trial to Seymour as S309 goes by on the 
Down Albury pass. Thurs.3.5.84. (Neville Mann) 
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Grand Queensland Tour ’83 arr 2) 


rere nti pesmi 


POT 


Passengers board RM93, The Gulflander at Croydon prior to commencing the 94 mile “bone-shaking” ride to 


Normanton on 18.10.83. (All photos John Dare) 


THE INIMITABLE GULFLANDER — 
‘ONE OF THE GREAT RAILWAY 
JOURNEYS OF THE WORLD’ 


A railway which changed course during construction; a 
152 km line built with steel sleepers and on completion 
in 1891 had 112 km of materials including 3800 tons of 
rails ‘left-over’; four trains daily during the gold boom 
of the ’90s dwindling to a once weekly service by the 
20s; railmotor operated since 1929; Jack-of-all-trades 
officer-in-charge; QR’s last isolated line — that’s the 
Normanton Railway! 

Railmotors have been: RM14,- Panhard, 1922-41 
(preserved Redbank Museum); RM31, AEC, 1929- 
45; RM32, AEC, 1958-64 (unserviceable Norman- 
ton); RM74, Gardner, 1964. By 1982 RM74 had vir- 
tually fallen to pieces from 18 years of hard labour, 
rough track and accidents — the wooden body ‘moved’ 
4 inches in one prang. It was taken to Ipswich Railway 
workshops for overhaul but still remains there out in 
the open apparently beyond economic repair. The cur- 
rent incumbent is RM93 a similar but semi-stream- 
liner, built in 1950 and used until recent years as an 
inspection car at Rockhampton. 
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The weekly service departing Normanton Wednes- 
day mornings and returning from Croydon Thursdays 


has remained unaltered for the past 49 years. Although | 


the departure time of 8.30 am in each direction is 
strictly observed with the same respect as for a Royal 


Train, the schedule has been somewhat flexible. After | 


the service had usually arrived early at its terminus on 


the five hour schedule it was reduced to four hours, an | 


average speed of 23'4 mph including five stops, within 
a 25 mph speed limit — no time for dilly-dallying along 
the track! In practice speed was up to 32 mph on better | 
parts, but 15 mph on the poor track. From March 1981 | 
however, the time was extended to five hours again. It 

is understood that the railmotor knows that both its | 
master and passengers prefer to get to either Croydon | 

or Normanton in good time for lunch! | 


Those desiring to make the round trip of some | 
1550 km overland from Cairns to Normanton to ride | 
The Gulflander should allow about a week if going by | 
rail (mostly goods train) and road mail truck or slightly | 
less if by bus. With only one day to spare the ARHS-V 
Tour chartered an Air Queensland (formerly Bush Air | 
Pilots) veteran DC3 (The ‘D3s of the Airways’) and a| 
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new Nomad aircraft for the 6.00 am departure from 
Cairns. Whilst the young Nomad (built here at Port 
Melbourne) with the near agility of a helicopter 
effortlessly whooshed straight up and over The Range 
the aged DC3 flew briefly out over the sea towards 
New Zealand to gain height before doing a U-turn and 
heading back to clear the mountains. When the DC3s 
were introduced back in the early 1940s prior to the 
days of air-conditioning they lured passengers aboard 
on cold European routes with steam heating — a com- 
fort copied from railways! The DC3 airliner with 29 
seats purred forward quietly compared to the noisy 12 
seater Nomad. Footplate rides were the order of the 
day. As the DC3 double-bounced on the Croydon 
airstrip the hostess who had served boiled eggs for 
‘breakfast in the sky’ and handed out Minties, chirped: 
‘The captain charges extra for that”! 

Croydon Shire with an area of 10,960 square miles 
and a population of only 181 doesn’t warrant a public 
transit system, so forewarned of the ARHS group’s 
visit most of the towns people rallied in cars and trucks 
for the transfer to the station. In some vehicles filled 
with kids and dogs there was hardly space for the visi- 
tors. 

Alas, the original ornate roofed station was blown 
away in 1969. The present primitive structure consists 
of sheet iron retrieved from adjacent paddocks after 
the storm. Precisely at 8.30 am chartered RM93 with 
OIC Dale Honey departed for the epic journey across 
the Gulf of Carpentaria Country. With seating for only 
18 in the railmotor the balance travelled in the 37 
seater TP1809, an 1800 class railmotor trailer built in 
1953 and terminally transferred to the Normanton 


_ Railway in 1980 to cater for coach loads of tourists 


patronising The Gulflander. The modern steel trailer 
dwarfs the 2 foot narrower wooden railmotor. Whilst it 
is an outback railway well away from the rat-race wor- 


| ries of busy level-crossings, etc. driving The Gulflander 


(and keeping it on the rails) requires more ingenuity 
| than an XPT. This is primarily due to the rough track 
up North. The throttle generally remains in the open 
position with the driver applying the air brake each 


| time the train is about to hit one of hundreds of larger 


than acceptably ‘normal’ bumps or kinks in the rigid 
track. Each time the brakes are applied discerning 
passengers in the railmotor either clutch at their seat or 
stand and grab the safety rail in the ceiling. 
Photostops included Blackbull, approximately half- 
way and crossing loop station for trains in days of 
heavier traffic. There was a scare when the motor 
jumped out of gear while ascending a hill near Nor- 


/manton. There was a deadly silence amongst 
passengers and mutterings from the veteran driver as 


he fought with the gear lever to continue forward 


| motion. Phew — he succeeded! 


On arrival at Normanton the train traditionally clat- 


ters right through the imposing National Trust 


classified roofed station to reverse on the triangle with 
the points permanently set to save the driver having to 
alight before returning to the platform ready for its 
regular weekly run to Croydon next morning. The 
| Gulflander had more than lived up to its reputation of 
| getting its master and passengers to town in good time 
for lunch by arriving 1 hour 41 minutes early — a 
memorable journey in its own right, as epic as those 
other Great Trains of the World! 

The fact that the Normanton Railway survives today 
94 years after services began and still carries passenger 
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traffic with probably less maintenance than any other 
existing railway in Australia is a credit to George 
Phillips, QR engineer who pioneered the Phillips Steel 
Sleeper System. Due to remoteness there is no market 
for scrap metal. Thus, despite several ‘for sale’ efforts 
the frames and tenders of five of the six locomotives 
used on the railway still remain 55 years after last being 
steamed. The all metal track of 26 foot length, 414 
pound per yard rails attached to sleepers by a combina- 
tion of bolts and rivets which have become rusted 
together have developed into a 94 mile long steel 
skeleton afflicted with rigormortis, practically impossi- 
ble to move. An insoluble task for fettlers trying to 
straighten out the kinks and almost as equally difficult 
to dismantle if the line closes. Although the Norman- 
ton Railway is rich in history and a unique tourist 
attraction its remoteness deprives it of the life support- 
ing patronage it deserves. Keeping the railway open 
costs around more than 40 times the pittance revenue 
derived per annum. Last year just prior to the State 
elections the Normanton railway like many other non- 
paying lines was threatened with closure. The QR has 
had its own ‘Lonie Reports’ on the viability of services. 
These heavily subsidised trains continue mainly due to 
the vast revenue generated by the great mineral traffic 
which itself is precariously reliant on overseas manipu- 
lated markets. 


RM74 (The Gulflander 1964-72) languishes its fate at Ipswich 
workshops on 10.10.83 after virtually shaking to pieces 
through 18 years’ hard labour on the rough Normanton- 
Croydon “Iron Railway”. 
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SUNSHINE ROUTE — 
CAIRNS TO BRISBANE 


The Victorian contingent was fortunate to be able to 
join the ARHS Queensland Divison’s Nine Day 
Daylight Rail Tour for the southbound journey Cairns 
to Brisbane. This featured the scenic coastal Sunshine 
Route plus inland diversions ranging from humble 
branch lines to major mining railways. 

For variety, as many different diesel locos as possi- 
ble were rostered to haul the special non-aircondi- 
tioned wooden carriage train. These were 1180, 1258, 
1154, 1452, 1626, 1613, 1621, 1281 (‘Centenary’, gold 
livery), 1551 (a GM with black exhaust smoke like an 
English Electric), 2353, DH20, DH2, 1770 ‘James 
Cook’. 

The three car special, augmented at times by addi- 
tional carriages, comprised clerestory roofed BL589, 
BL775 and eliptical roofed Davidson car-van CLV584. 
The two BLs were originally built in 1911 and 1912 as 
Pullman style sleeping cars with longitudinal berths. 
Curtains along a centre corridor gave some degree of 
privacy. During the 1930s these were classified BAS 
and CAS respectively. In 1940 both were rebuilt as sit- 
ting cars with centre aisles and classed BL. 

This section of the Tour departed Cairns at 8.00 am 
on Friday, 21st October. Of interest were the large 
number of sugar cane 610 mm gauge tramways that 
cross the QR 1067 mm track on the level. Subject to 


appropriate signals the QR trains proceed over these 
crossings at maximum permissable speed with quite a 
clatter. 

The special diverged from the Main North Coast line 
to visit the South Johnstone Mill which crushes about 
875,000 tonnes of cane annually. Here, freshly painted 
1180 which is equipped with sanding gear at one end 
had difficulty lifting the train up a stiff grade after 
crossing a dual gauge bridge. After setting back twice 
with passengers hand feeding sand onto the wet rails 
the 1170 class just managed to scramble over the sum- 
mit nearly collecting an non-alert delivery van at a 
level-crossing. The special had the glory of overtaking 
the southbound Sunlander due to a goods train derail- 
ment further south. Control benevolently side tracking 
the dining car equipped Swnlander to expedite the 
special ahead to Cardwell where the good old CWA 
ladies were waiting to feed the hungry fans. 

Two nights were spent at Townsville, headquarters 
of the Great Northern railway which diverges 957 km 
inland to Mount Isa, the latest mining company forced 
to curtail operations due to lack of sales. 

1258 headed the special for a day return trip along 
the 217km modern generation nickel ore line to 
Greenvale opened in 1974. As with other mineral rail- 
ways in Queensland the mining company built the line 
and then handed it over to the QR. When completed it 
had almost missed the nickel boom and with further 


District Superintendent’s inspection car, RM16, at Rockhampton as 1641 lingers in the background on 26.10.83. 
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decline in the market it may close to become a ghost 
line of high engineering standards and spectacular 
bridges. Once a fortnight on Thursdays (pay day) a 
passenger service is provided by a railmotor based at 
Townsville which involves 435 km empty running. 

The major engineering feat of the entire North 
Coast line is the Burdekin River bridge for both rail 
and road traffic, built in 1957. Rail cars 2023 and 2017 
conveyed the group 76 km from Merinda to Collinsvi- 
lle opened in 1922 for coal traffic. Coal is railed 
1200 km from Collinsville to Mount Isa. The existing 
line is being upgraded to cater for extra tonnage gener- 
ated by new traffic from a 76km extension to the 
Newlands coal fields. At Bowen the refreshment 
rooms were closed in November 1982 with a cattle 
stampede when drunken revellers opened the doors of 
a cattle train stabled in the platform. 

A change from mining lines was made when the 
special traversed the 56 km Mackay to Finch Hatton 
branch which is solely dependent upon sugar cane 
traffic. This pretty branch had two sub-branches, to 
Eton and to Kungurri. Both were served by the one 
railmotor on the same trip. Through passengers for 
Kungurri got an extra 28 km ride or spent 65 minutes 
in the Newbury Junction RRR while the railmotor 
made the return side trip to Eton. 

Track repairs were in progress where the double line 
runs the length of Denison St, Rockhampton. Here a 
‘piece de resistance’ was RM16, a 1935 Dodge used for 
Divisional inspection purposes since RM93 was 
transferred to the Normanton - Croydon Railway in 
1982. A diversion was made on the 53 km lightly 
trafficked branch to the seaside resort of Yeppoon and 
then to the once thriving mining town of Mount 
Morgan which lost its rack section in 1952 but still 
retains the ornate station. At Rockhampton souther- 
ners could hardly believe their eyes when a gang of five 
carpenters armed with glue and tools practically rebuilt 
one of the carriages 20 minutes prior to departure 
while the special waited in the platform. Five days ear- 
lier within nine minutes of the train leaving Cairns 
heavy luggage caused the interior wooden panelling 
the full length of the side walls to come away from the 
main beams. Luggage had to be removed from the 
overhead racks to avoid the panelling, racks, luggage 


_ and all falling down on to the passengers. Alas, the new 
| screws soon ricocheted out after a few kilometres. 


Undeterred the QR men installed heavy coach bolts 
right through from the inside to the outside of the car- 
| riage to hold up the racks and panels — such service 
could only happen in Queensland! 

Gladstone with an annual export of 11 million 


| tonnes of coal plus the Central Queensland grain crop 
| is a mecca for train spotters. Thrilling sights are the 
| 7300 tonne coal trains with two locos in the lead and a 
| further three locos remotely controlled by an LCR unit 
| situated between the 50th and Slst wagon. Departure 
from here is remembered for the discrimination 
| against human passengers, some of them senior 
citizens, who had to scramble down over the edge of 
| the platform to board the special in No.2 track while 
| the platform was occupied by a cattle train. 

At Bundaberg the trip down the Bunda St branch in 
_ the middle of the lunch time peak could be compared 
to running a train down Latrobe St, Melbourne. 

| Maryborough, 270 km north of the capital is home 
of Walkers Limited, manufacturer of many QR and 
interstate steam and diesel locos and now Brisbane’s 
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Veteran 25 year old English Electric 1258 crosses a modern 
high level bridge near Tulay enroute from Townsville to 
Greenvale on 22.10.83. 


fine suburban electric trains. After a trip on the 
Urangan branch which serves Hervey Bay (where 
hundreds of southerners retire to remoteness and die) 
the special visited the Tirroan branch where the 
Bingera Sugar Mills very own three-foot-six gauge 
tramway no longer survives. 

Rail cars 2006 and 2031 were used for the final day, 
Sunday, 30th October. A defective freight blocking a 
crossing loop looked like ruining the last day of the 
Tour. Lunch was enjoyed at the Big Pineapple, a popu- 
lar tourist attraction at the Moreton: Central Sugar Mill, 
Nambour. Here, for the first time, except at Yeppoon, 
the southerners could really get their teeth into fresh 
Queensland pineapple — for the previous 24 days it 
had come from cans processed in Shepparton, Victoria! 
Despite earlier delays the QR crew coached the max- 
imum out of the twin rail cars bringing the memorable 
Tour to a happy end 2 minutes early at Roma St. 
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Above: 1154 at Home Hill while enroute to Bowen during the 
ON TO UR 9 day daylight tour from Cairns to Brisbane on 23.10.83. 

Below: The ARHS-Q tour train on 25.10.83, hauled by 1613 

between Mackay and Rockhampton near Wumalgi on the 


IN EEN AND Styx River Bridge, a low level wooden structure construction 
so the debris would flow harmlessly over the top during flash 


floods (in theory, anyway). 
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Above: Painted in gold livery, 1281, “Centenary” waits at Mount Morgan prior to returning to Rockhampton, 
26.10.83. 


Below: Diesel hydraulic, DH20 poses at a sugar cane tramway crossing at Bingera while returning from Tirroan 
to Bundaberg on 28.10.83. 
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Walk to Walhalla 


The most spectacular railway line in Victoria, the nar- 
row gauge route from Moe to Walhalla, closed com- 
pletely thirty years ago this month. The last train bet- 
ween Moe and Erica ran on Friday, 25th June, 1954. 
By coincidence, the first section to close (Platina - 
Walhalla) had its last train forty years ago, on Friday, 
3lst March, 1944. The line was scenic because it 
climbed through rugged timbered country, with little 
agricultural land en route. Today these factors make it 
one of the most traceable closed lines in Victoria, and 
one of the most rewarding to hike. 

The history of the line has been covered well: 

. E A Downs, Speed Limit 20, ARHS 1963 

. SE Watson, Rails to Walhalla — The Railway, 1980 
. SE Watson, Rails to Walhalla — Locomotives and 

Rollingstock, 1981 
4. M Fiddian, /ron Road to Walhalla, Pakenham 

Gazette 1981 
5. S Watson, Tribute to VR Narrow Gauge. 

As well, worthwhile articles have been written by: 
6. M Austin, (Newsrail, May 1980) 

7. M McCarthy, (Light Railways, No.79, Jan.83). 

I have visited the line at regular intervals from 1957 
onwards, and have now walked or driven over the 
whole route. This article relates the significant changes 
which have occurred since closure and details the 
features which remain today. 


1957: On Sun.1.12, the Victorian Government Tourist 
Bureau organised a tour to Walhalla involving a special 
train to Morwell, a fleet of Latrobe Valley Buslines 
Bedford OB buses, lunch at the then model town of 
Yallourn, travel on the original narrow dirt road and 
return by train from Moe. The whole line was at that 
stage intact except where construction of the new road, 
to avoid Moondarra Reservoir, was underway. 


1961: On Sun.7.5, Victour ran a tour with a special 
train to and from Moe, connecting with Latrobe Valley 
Buslines buses. Rails had been lifted from the whole 
route, but bridges were intact. The new road, avoiding 
Moondarra, was used. 


1963: My family spent Labour Day long weekend at 
Moe, which was celebrating its upgrading to city status. 
Most of the alignment in the city was untouched, as 
the civic projects which were to take over the sites had 
yet to be commenced. 


1971: I was teaching in Moe, and used the time to 
inspect the Walhalla line and timber tramway remains. 
Many bridges had been removed and the route was 
overgrown, but fairly intact. The Thomson River 
bridge had been rescued from threatened demolition 
(although the South Cascade trestle, on a timber tram- 
way north of Erica, had been less fortunate). 


1975: While on a hike to the Poverty Point bridge (on 
the Thomson River upstream from the VR bridge) I 
observed two redevelopments of part of the route: at 
Knott’s Siding a Shire rubbish dump was ruining a 
major cutting; at Walhalla the Walhalla & Thomson 
River Steam Tramway had its first section of track, and 
many buildings, on the station site. 


1980s: I have had many hikes to the area with various 
groups, inspecting both the VR route and the many 
former timber tramways. Parts have been cleared as 


WNre 
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hiking and horseriding trails. The development of the 
town of Rawson, near Erica, to service the construc- 
tion of the MMBW Thomson Dam has had an impact 
on the road layout between Erica and Platina. 


THE ROUTE TODAY 


I shall present a composite of my many hikes, proceed- 
ing from Moe to Walhalla as this is the sequence in 
other published line descriptions. The navigation is 
actually easier in many places if one hikes southward. 
Photography of the remains is not easy: the under- 
growth is too thick in many places, and formations 
which are obvious to the naked eye are not so obvious 
on film. 


Moe - Gooding: While the narrow gauge yard at Moe 
has been redeveloped, the broad gauge layout in 1954 
(ref 3, p 48) is quite recognisable today. The subway 
which replaced the footbridge exits under part of the 
former yard. The landscaped carpark which covers 
most of the yard area was constructed after 1963 and 
before 1971. In 1963 the dual-gauge turntable was still 
intact. The curve of the railway after crossing George 
St is still readily discernable in the curving row of 
cypress trees and the curving carpark between the 
Moore St shops and the Moe Cooperative. Two blocks 
along, a subdivision only two years old covers the 
alignment. The railway angled across Moore St at a 
point now occupied by the forecourts of light industrial 
properties. The easement continues between a closed 
caryard and houses, fenced in to make a horse pad- 
dock. A timber yard has been extended to cover the 
easement. The road to Yallourn marks the end of the 
Moe built up area and the line was carried on a low 
embankment towards the Latrobe River. This section 
is now a driveway leading through the Moe sewage 
treatment works and the area has ‘trespassers 
prosecuted’ signs. I think that the treatment plant post- 
dates 1963. The Latrobe River bridge was intact in 
1963. It had a lengthy section of low spans across the 
flood zone before the main crossing. The trestles have 
been cut down to ground level, but the stubs remain. 
At the main crossing, the trestles were cut above nor- 
mal water level. This river crossing is no more than 
waist deep for most of the year. The alignment from 
here to the Tanjil River is well defined and is now a dri- 
veway serving the paddocks to either side. There is one 
demolished bridge in this section. At the Tanjil River 
one of two trestles which supported the main span 
remains standing, but at a tilt; the other is lying in the 
river. This river is also only waist height, although the 
crossing can be bypassed easily by following the farm 
track out to the Walhalla road and crossing at the road 
bridge. The last of the trestles across the flats (see ref 
6, p 95 photo) has now gone, and the cutting leading to 
the overline bridge is now less distinct than it was in 
1980 (p 95 other photo) — the farmer is filling it in. 
The bridge which carried the Walhalla road over the 
railway 5 km (3 miles) from Moe is still visible, 
although the cutting below it was refilled with dirt. 
Later the road was diverted onto a new alignment to 
the left of the original, and it was diverted further left 
again with the rebuilding of the Tanjil River bridge in 
1980. The line was then carried on a further section of 
trestle (or was the embankment bulldozed to create the 
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In 1957 the line was still intact during a visit. (All photos Roderick Smith) 


new road alignment?) which is now not visible. From 
here to Gooding the line was carried on an embank- 
ment of varying height, and can be followed readily 
despite the regrowth and despite the cutting of a farm 
drain through the embankment. Gooding was just a 
nameboard at the point where the line crossed the 
Walhalla road, 5.5 km (32 miles) from Moe. 


Gooding - Moondarra Reservoir: From Gooding the 
road and rail became separated for about 9 km as they 
climb either side of a low ridge until coming together 
just before the turnoff to the Moondarra Dam picnic 
area. In that interval, there are four intermediate 
access tracks: Hunters Rd (which leads to Yallourn 
North), the powerline easement, an unnamed track 2 
km beyond the powerline, and Crabhole Rd a further 3 
km along. The first part of the line, from Gooding to 
Hunters Rd, is across private paddocks but is well 
defined. There is one low bridge in this section (in 
ruins). Hunters Rd has been raised since the line 
closure. The next 400 m is the least traceable of the 
whole route — it is covered with thick scrub. Naviga- 
tion is put right at the SEC powerline easement, as 
there are gates in the two fences where the line crossed 
the easement. From here on the line is a pleasant easy 
walk, as the scrub has been bulldozed to form a track. 
This has destroyed most of the railway remains (there 
are few sleeper marks and only occasional dogspikes). 
Further, there are times when the bulldozed track 
leaves the railway alignment, but the thick scrub 
makes tracing the exact alignment very hard. About 
200 m before the current road to Moondarra Reser- 
voir, the original Walhalla road made a sharp turn right 
and crossed under the line. I recall that bridge being 
intact in 1961; but I am not sure about 1963 or 1971. I 
am not sure when the Moondarra Reservoir road was 
opened. The former Walhalla Rd, after crossing under 
the line, angles towards the Reservoir Rd and is 
covered with a more recent pine plantation. The point 
at which it crosses the current road is readily seen, and 
it continues for another 500 m before entering the 
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Reservoir restricted area. The line, after crossing the 
former Walhalla Rd, continues to be a cleared easy 
walk and crosses the new Reservoir Rd only 100 m 
from the Walhalla Rd corner. There is one more cross 
track access — a side track which junctions with the 
Walhalla Rd at a point where there is an SEC 
transformer. The railway alignment is marked by 
sleepers at the point where it crosses this track. It con- 
tinues to be an easy walk into the Moondarra restricted 
area. This dam was built to be a water supply for the 
Latrobe Valley towns and there is a fine for entering 
the reserve. It is built on the Tyers River, which has a 
fairly angular valley so that the water is relatively nar- 
row but deep. The railway bridge (for photos, see ref 4, 
p 37 and p 47) was demolished before the dam was 
finished. When the dam is full, water covers not only 
the bridge site, but also the approach embankments. 
Further downstream, the road bridge is intact, but is 
usable only when the water level has dropped over 
three metres (i.e. drought conditions). It is advisable to 
break the hike here, and head around the dam on the 
new road. 


Gould - Erica: Immediately after leaving the dam, the 
line rises into the site of Gould station. This was a 
watering station, and many photos exist in the 
reference books. It was also an important timber-lead- 
ing station, served by various wooden-railed tramways. 
The Light Railway Research Society of Australia has 
produced maps which are very useful. The ascent out 
of the Tyers Valley is fairly overgrown. Navigation is 
satisfactory, but it is heavy pushing and impossible to 
photograph. Anyone making a round trip from the 
north should use the road in one direction. After about 
5 km the line leaves the scrub and enters ploughed pri- 
vate land. Although the alignment has been ploughed 
invisible on the hill faces, there are cuttings around the 
hill edges to give a sense of location. The geography 
around the site of Moondarra station is rather con- 
fused as the road layout was altered with the construc- 
tion of the new Walhalla road, and the new road itself 
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The terrain the line was pushed through can be seen in this scene on Sat.12.6.82. 


cuts through the railway alignment at three points, and 
then runs along the alignment for some of the distance 
to Watson. At the point where the new road reaches its 
greatest height on the long climb from the Tyers River 
there is a side road to the right making a 180° curve in 
a cutting. This cutting was cut through the railway 
embankment at the Down end of Moondarra station. 
If one follows the side road one sees that the station 
site is now a gravel dump for roadmaking. The road is 
built upon the railway alignment at the Up end of the 
yard and was made by extending a formerly dead-end 
road which came from the old Walhalla Rd to serve the 
station and adjacent farms. Commencing in the station 
yard and walking along the railway one crosses the side 
road cutting, then a short section of embankment 
remaining (still with sleeper marks), then the main 
road cutting, then one curves to the right and recrosses 
the main road, then Jeft across the road again, right 
around a bluff and onto the road. This was a tricky 
piece to locate, as the road seemed steeper than a rail 
route could follow. About 500 m along, the line rises to 
the left of the road and passes in front of a recently 
transplanted house and shed. The road enters a cutting 
to rejoin the original road alignment. This cutting 
removed the apex of the railway curve — the railway 
alignment is up near the telephone pole on the left. 
About 50 m further on the track becomes clearly 
formed again and is an easy walk for the rest of the 
ridge section into Erica. The road has been realigned 
through the level-crossing at Watson. The railway 
remains now became a drivable track, as the power- 
lines follow the railway rather than the road. Collins 
Siding is marked with a transformer. Near the next 
level-crossing, milepost 98 is preserved beside the 
road. Not only has the road been straightened through 
the former level-crossing at this point, it has been 
rebuilt to run beside the line into Erica. This has not 


172 


destroyed the line, which can be traced — including the 
deviation around the slip just before Erica. The original 
road entered Erica by a bridge over the railway at right 
angles. The new road angles obliquely across the site. 
The bridge timbers remain in the shallow cutting on 
the south side of the road. Erica station site has been 
modifed greatly, and there are many photos in the 
references to compare with the current scene. The VR 
residence remains at the far end of the caravan park 
built on the station site. 


Erica - Thomson River: This section, apart from the 
immediate departure from Erica, is the easiest to 
follow as it has been cleared for hiking and horseriding. 
However, it has also suffered more official mistreat- 
ment than any other section. Leaving Erica were two 
parallel tracks: the left one served the timber mill 
which still exists. As the first part is a ploughed pad- 
dock, neither track is precisely locatable, and one must 
follow a general contour line. The main line passed 
immediately below the mill fence and went right 
through the thickest part of the blackberries now over- 
running the area. It then curved to the right on an 
easily found embankment and crossed Jacob’s Creek 
on a curving bridge, now demolished. The horse route 
leaves Erica on back streets, avoids the mill and crosses 
the creek on a low-level bridge about 50 m upstream of 
the former railway bridge. It then has a Y junction, the 
right branch leading onto the railway. The route is then 
cleared through to the Thomson, except for a major 
blockage at Knott’s Siding. At Knott’s the line passed 
through the deepest hand-excavated cutting in Victoria 
(see ref 2, p 45), with a tall timber bridge carrying the 
Traralgon road above it, (ref 6, p 96). At some stage 
crossbracing was added to the bridge — there being 
plenty of room for a train to pass below the lower brace 
despite the appearance in photographs. When I was 
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exploring in 1971 there was a small pile of rubbish in 
the cutting just past the bridge. The pile was offensive 
even then, but much worse was to follow. With the 
construction of Rawson, the cutting was turned into 
the official shire tip, and a stinking eyesore was created 
to suit the quick convenience of short-sighted coun- 
cillors. By 1980 the road had been diverted from the 
bridge to an earthfill across the cutting. By 1982 the tip 
had swallowed the cutting, but the bridge remained out 
of use as it was on the opposite side of the road to the 
tip. By the end of 1983 the bridge had been demolished 
and the tip had been closed, leaving one obliterated 
section in an otherwise near-perfect trail from Moe. 
Between here and Platina is the famous horseshoe 
curve, of which photos exist in the references. I found 
the curve while exploring in 1971; at that time I had 
not seen any references to it. My photos of the clearest 
part of the curve are indecipherable, as the forest is 
moist and thick. Now that the track is clear the curve 
looks less extreme — I suspect that this is because the 
forest is even thicker now, reducing the view around 
the curve. Platina station is fairly intact, although the 
three levels of track have now been smoothed. The 
Cooper’s Creek road bridge remains. This site is popu- 
lar now for motorbike campers, although I recall that it 
was fairly leech infested. From 1944 trains were 
extended to Platina when loading was offering, but the 
layout never had a loop and there were strict precau- 
tions to be followed when shunting on the 1-in-30 
grade. How was the extension of trains organised? 


As far as Platina the line was a pleasant run, with 
nice vistas across the Latrobe Valley, but not enough 
to justify the ‘most spectacular’ tag. From Platina the 
really rugged section commenced. There was a sharp 
descent to the Thomson bridge. Today this section is 
well preserved as the forest is drier and the soil is 
rocky. Many sleepers remain and even a section of rail. 
The forest is more open and one can see the rocky 
define of the river way below. Three bridges across side 
valleys remain — but without decking. The end girders 
were oxy-cut and slewed to stop vehicles from being 
driven onto them. Hikers can still balance across the 
girders; horses use trails down and up again. At the 
Thomson River there is a public picnic area and a 
popular camping spot. The bridge is famous and has 
been photographed often. For a long time there were 
barriers preventing pedestrian access, but these went 
about 1975. However, the decking has also been 
vanishing and it is a precarious walk over all of the 
cross girders. The road bridge provides safe crossing 
for the less well balanced. 


Thomson - Walhalla: The last 3.5 km section is the 
climax. The style of engineering which brought the line 
along narrow ledges on rocky cliffs, and with bridges 
along rather than across the creek, was unparalleled in 
Victoria. This section can be badly overgrown with 
blackberries. I hiked it one June with no troubles, but 
unfortunately did not take detailed notes as I went. For 
the most part the line stays on the right bank. The 
valley is so steep that it is below the line of sight from 
the road on the left bank. It is hard to believe that there 
is yet another railway in this valley — above the road. 
At one point where the VR line is on the left bank it 
has been covered with gravel pushed down to widen 
the road. The largest of the bridges in the section 
featured bow-shaped girders, and took the line from 
right bank to left and back again with a curved exit (the 
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best photo is ref 5, p 25). This is the bridge which lost 
one support in floods, leaving one span in the creek, 
one adjacent span fallen vertical, and the other adja- 
cent span leaning (ref 6, p 96 shows the Down end of 
this bridge). The next bridge has a collapsed support, 
but it is possible to traverse the tilted girders (ref 6, p 
96 upper). The last two bridges were demolished. 

At Walhalla station, the road was realigned to enter 
across the tunnel which had been built for the station 
building. I think that this happened between 1971 and 
1975. The W&TRST project commenced in 1968, had 
a first steaming in February 1974, and ended in Janu- 
ary 1983 after a rather chequered relationship with 
local politics. I visited it twice, and recall the magnifi- 
cent log fire in the kiosk overcoming completely the 
damp and chilly air outside — how did the early miners 
and timber cutters survive in their little huts at Mor- 
montown? 


Nothing to do on Tuesday nights? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


Milepost 98 near Collins Siding on Sat.24.3.84. 


The site of the old Walhalla station yard, Sun.1.12.57. 


A POSSIBLE FUTURE 


In a major venture, the Ministry of Tourism, in con- 
junction with bushwalking bodies, has created a world- 
class hiking trail from Walhalla across the Baw Baw 
plateau and then along the ridge of the Great Divide 
past Mt Skene, Mt Hotham, the Bogong High plains to 
Tom Groggin on the Murray River, where it will join 
on to a similar track through NSW. I believe that 
Brisbane is the ultimate aim of the trail. I do wonder 
how hikers reach Walhalla to commence a one-way 
journey, as there is no public transport. For very little 
extra effort, the Walhalla line could become a proper 
walking trail accessible by public transport from 
Melbourne (with Summit Tank at the other end three 
months later?). Not much of the route is along private 
land. The Latrobe and Tanjil bridges could be restored 


with a simple plank or log on the existing stubs. The 
actual crossing of Moondarra Weir would require two 
rowing boats or a punt. The remaining bridges would 
not require redecking, although an early stage of the 
Alpine Track project involved redecking the Poverty 
Point bridge so that the track could follow a former 
firewood tramway from Walhalla to the west bank of 
the Thomson. 

In the meantime, the line provides rewarding 
exploration for the railway enthusiast — and each 
passage should help keep a path clear through the thick 
sections. I estimate walking times with day packs to be: 
Moe - Moondarra Reservoir 8 hours; Gould - Moon- 
dara 3 hours; Moondarra - Erica 1'4 hours; Erica - 
Thomson 2 hours; Thomson - Walhalla 2'4 hours. 


The station built by the W&TRST at Walhalla as they tried to rebuild a section of the 


railway. 


ARHS Rushworth Area Tour 


We are always on the lookout for tour reports from our 
members, either railfan or private trips. We apologise to 
the author for the long delay in publishing the article 
below — Editor. 


With last year’s wheat harvest having been a dismal 
failure, it may come as little surprise that services to 
the Goulburn Valley branch destinations of Colbinab- 
bin and Stanhope had of late been a little infrequent. 
Indeed, the ARHS tour to the twin destinations was 
the first polishing of the rails since the Sth July to 
Colby and the 25th July to the more northerly ter- 
minus. 

And so it was on the appointed date — the 13th 
August 1983 — that around 90 Society members and 
friends joined S303, like all the others, still of a blue 
hue, towing 27C-32ABU-40ABU- Yarra in platform 2 
at Spencer St. 

Departure was as per schedule at 07 40 a slow run to 
South Kensington, passed in fourteen minutes, saw us 
take the beginning of a ‘Cook’s Tour’ with our move- 
ment onto the goods lines. After passing through the 
Bunbury St tunnel, T334 and Y110 on oil pilots at Tot- 
tenham yard stood in a silent greeting. The S was 
notched up rapidly through Sunshine, and smart work 
at Albion saw us barely checked in our progress 
towards the broad gauge goods line, despite an Up 
‘Hitachi’ spark having not long disappeared. The 
region of Tullamarine loop produced the Up Aurora, 
No.8612, with 42216 heading 15 cars, one less than the 
maximum consist. Drawing parallel with the tracks 
from Essendon, a stabled Harris set at Broadmeadows 
was noted with a number of windows smashed — 
passengers found it difficult to avoid thinking of a simi- 
lar incident at the Steamrail Newport depot not long 
back. 

With the suburbs vanishing, eyes were focused to 
the Up broad and the standard gauge to see what may 
be seen. Wallan rewarding those possessed of a little 
patience with 42212 on a Up goods of containers mov- 
ing slowly along the loop track. The reason for this 
soon became apparent when 42218, in the new ‘candy’ 
livery of the NSW State Rail Authority, moved smartly 
by with 10 cars on the Up Spirit of Progress. We then 
adjourned to a photostop just on the Down side of 
Kilmore East — B72 raced by with the Up pass. from 
Numurkah at this location. 

Arrival at Seymour was at 09 36, one early, and with 
a T class being the only visible branch line motive 
power, some passengers began to wonder at the sup- 
posed non-availability of the requested Y engine — but 
such thoughts were discarded when Y168 appeared 
from around the corner. 

The Y moved away, one down, at 09 46, and the 
tour was soon hastening along the Goulburn Valley 
main at a steady 70 km/h. With Nagambie attended, 
we enjoyed an express run to Murchison East where 
arrival in No.2 track was at 10 33. Here photos were 
obtained; the Y ran round; and we observed the arrival 
of the 08 55 Down pass. from Melbourne with B65 in 
charge of the usual N set. With people still changing to 
| the Echuca bus, our train departed at 11 01, proceed- 
ing cautiously towards the unprotected branch level- 
crossing with the highway. The Goulburn River 
bridge, a substantial structure rebuilt in 1944, was the 
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scene of our first photostop away from the main, with 
another two by the sides of the Waranga Reservoir 
basin just past Murchison township. 


Despite the generous amount of camera-pointing, 
Rushworth was reached 12 early at 1203, with 
passengers making their way to the footbridge at the 
Down end of the yard, where a walk forward photo was 
held after our twenty minute stop. Progress along the 
vista of wheatfields, galahs and sodden paddocks was 
steady, to see us arrive at Colbinabbin at 13 08, still 12 
up on the schedule, and after a brief pause at the Down 
end, we bade adieu at 13 25, photographers obtaining 
the usual departure record. Passing the local football 
match for the second of four times, we made our way 
into Rushworth yard and after leaving at 14 33 had a 
photostop at the junction points. 

The Stanhope line passes through an irrigated dis- 
trict noted for dairying, so good use of a channel was 
made by it featuring in a photostop. Stanhope was 
reached at 1517, with the train moving almost to the 
end of track, where participants were able to view the 
formation of the former extension to Girgarre, closed 
after a washaway in 1975. A somewhat longer stay than 
at the other terminus saw departure being made at 
15 44 in still very pleasant weather. To take advantage 
of the winter sun, a further photostop was held at the 
junction points, Rushworth welcoming us at 16 17, 23 
ahead. Passengers wandered down the high street, 
swelling the takings of several establishments, whilst 
the Y slumbered. 

Despite it being discovered just before departure 
that the supply of milk needed replenishment, and the 
assistance of the area station master being hastily 
sought, departure was only one down at 17 26, 
passengers watching the scenery from the back plat- 
form of Yarra. 

At 1808, we arrived at Murchison East, with run 
round not taking long, we moved onto the main line at 
18 27, though not long after, at Nagambie, it was 
necessary to wait some 26 minutes until departure 
could be made at 19 06. This was due to the bus con- 
veying the twenty or so who had left the train at 
Stanhope and been to the winery at Michelton, arriving 
a little late. Swinging onto the line from Albury at 
Mangalore, we stopped at Seymour from 19 32 to 
19 40 to change to loco $303, and settled back for the 
normal fast run to town. 

Along the way we observed, T363 on the 18 35 local 
pass., 1334 on a party special whose raison d’etre was 
not railfanning, X44 on the Spirit, and finally X53 on 
the Aurora. We arrived at Spencer St two minutes 
ahead of schedule at 21 05. It would be remiss if thanks 
were not extended to organiser, Bruce Payne, and 
booking officer, John Madsen, whose good work 
enabled the operation of another successful ARHS 
tour. 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 
Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 
CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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General News 


Another rail strike: The State Government will spend 
several million dollars in a bid to improve Victoria’s 
trouble-plagued rail system. The big-spending plan 
emerged after a four-hour crisis meeting between 
Transport Minister Steve Crabb and senior 
Metropolitan Transit Authority officials. 

Mr Crabb met with the MTA at the Jolimont rail 
yards as a direct result of a snap strike by railway 
workers. Workers went on strike because of conditions 
at the Jolimont yard’s canteen and disrupted rail ser- 
vices for several hours. 

Major priorities in the new programs would include 
getting more new trains on the tracks. Tracks, signals 
and overhead wires would be upgraded. 

A troubleshooter team would be formed to quickly 
identify and solve problems. Mr Crabb said some of 
the new programs would take several years to imple- 
ment, but train travellers could see other benefits 
within weeks. 

He said he was not sure where the government 
would find the money for the new programs. (BB) 


Receival plans opposed: Grain growers at War- 

racknabeal have opposed the recently-introduced 

Central Receival Points (CRPs) in future harvests — 

particularly if major improvements were not provided. 

The meeting was organised by Wimmera/Mallee Par- 

liamentarians, Mr B Dunn, MLC, and Mr W 

McGrath, MLA, and attended by 360 growers. Deci- 

sions taken were: 

* Permanent storage should be located at receival 
points ahead of any other site. 

* Unanimous opposition to incentives to develop 
longer-term, on-farm storage. 

* The grain freight industry be deregulated unless V/ 
Line improve service and performance. (BB) 


Transport: big costs: More than a third of Victorian 
public transport spending goes to services for 
Melbourne tram, train and bus travellers. The State 
subsidy for city dwellers is about $54 million collected 
from passenger fares. Much more of the Transport 
Ministry’s spending aims to provide new roads, trains, 
trams, buses and tracks. Melbourne’s public transport 
is getting more than a third of the $700 million being 
spent this year on new works and equipment — a big 
part of the $2000 million that will pass through the 
Ministry’s books this year. 

The biggest spending parts of the city passenger ser- 
vices are for long-route city commuters and in a seg- 
ment called joint facilities. Spending this year on the 
long routes is about the same as last year, $225 million. 
Joint facilities were given priorty, getting $40 million of 
the extra $100 million spent overall on city passengers. 

The joint facilities segment is engaged with fixing 
and maintaining track, operating workshops and 
depots and financing equipment for use in more than 
one part of the city passenger service. Again, the 
indicators show some of what is happening. They 
show, for example, that 105 new suburban cars were 
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introduced last year and 108 more will be added this 
year. Twenty new trams came into service last year and 
29 this year. And the average age of city suburban cars 
is to fall from 16 to 11 years, while new trams will 
reduce their average age from 29.4 to 27.7 years. 

Freight services, the biggest spender after city 
passenger services, has some secrets. The budgets for 
shipping grain, dirt and fuels and goods are marked 
‘this data is confidential” in the program budget. The 
total is $324 million, about half of the cost of city 
passenger travel. Freight charges pay about $140 mil- 
lion of that. 


Freight centres may stay open: The Australian Rail- 
ways Union is confident that Victoria’s 24 regional 
freight centres will stay open. A report on their future 
is due out some time in the near future. The ARU Vic- 
torian assistant state secretary, Mr J Sibberas, said 
‘“‘most of the submissions to the working party on the 
freight centres support our thrust that they should stay 
open’’. 

The 16-member working party from the Transport 
Department, V/Line and the five rail unions was set 
up following a four-day rail strike last December over 
Government plans to close the freight centres. Mr Sib- 
beras, who spent three weeks on the working party, 
said local councils, chambers of commerce and other 
bodies all wanted the freight centres to stay open. The 
communities in such towns as Echuca, Camperdown, 
Colac and Warragul would benefit enormously from 
the freight centres staying open. 


V/Line short on staff: A $60 million early retirement 
scheme launched last year by the Ministry of Transport 
is causing staff shortages throughout the railways. The 
Government has had to employ at least 123 extra rail- 
way workers in recent weeks, partly to fill vacancies 
caused by early retirements. 

The early retirement program was devised by the 
Ministry of Transport as part of a big cost-cutting 
program. Each year, more than $600 million — one 
quarter of the State transport budget — is spent on 
wages and salaries. The Government offered early 
retirement to about 8600 transport employees over 50. 
It estimated that about one quarter of them would 
accept the offer and that it would cost about $60 mil- 
lion to pay them out. 

Already about 2800 people have taken early retire- 
ment, including 700 suburban rail employees, or 10 
per cent of the metropolitan rail staff. Most of those 
who retired under the scheme were experienced mid- 
dle-aged workers, many of whom had been supervis- 
ing younger employees. (BB) 


Absent-minded computer: Suburban trains are being 
delayed throughout Melbourne because information is 
getting lost in the Victorian Government’s new $10 
million railway computer. The bug in the system 
means that signals to direct drivers are not always 
being changed. Drivers often have to leave their trains 
and use trackside telephones to ask railway controllers 
to switch signals to green. 

The computer operates the ‘‘train describer 
system’’, which is designed to change signals 
auton.atically as trains approach. It is meant to recog- 
nise all trains in the metropolitan area by their special 
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X49-934 on the Up Overland run through X51-966 at Bank Box loop on 16.1.84. (David Hill) 


identification numbers, but recently has been ‘‘forget- 
ting’? many numbers, according to railway sources. 

“Once the computer loses the number, the train just 
ceases to exist’’, one source said recently. He said 
breakdowns were unpredictable, but had been fre- 
quent recently. The problems do not threaten train 
safety. But they do further delay suburban rail services, 
which are already badly affected by faulty equipment 
and staff shortages. 

The Minister for Transport, Mr Crabb, said recently 
that Melbourne’s trains were now less reliable than 10 
years ago, despite the spending of millions of dollars in 
improvements. In January and February this year, 
soon after the computer was introduced, technical 
problems delayed trains almost daily, and many ser- 
vices were stranded in the Jolimont railway yards for 
more than an hour. The system’s makers, the Swedish 
electronics firm L M Ericsson, has sent experts to 
Melbourne to help solve technical troubles. (BB) 


Final loop link runs late: The opening of the last sec- 
tion of Melbourne’s $500 million underground rail 
loop has been deferred until at least December to 
minimise train delays. The Minister for Transport, Mr 
Crabb, said recently that long delays, similar to those 
caused by a new railway computer, were likely to occur 
when the northern rail loop was opened. 

‘‘There’s a fairly substantial risk that the opening of 
the northern loop could cause as much dislocation as 
the computer, and I wouldn’t want to embark on that 
until we’ve got everything else in order’, said Mr 
Crabb. 

The $10 million computer operates the ‘‘train descri- 
ber system’’, which is designed to streamline train ser- 
vices by automatically changing signals and track 
points. But since it was commissioned on Boxing Day 
last year, the computer has failed regularly, delaying 
some trains for up to one hour. (See previous story.) 
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The northern loop will carry trains from northern 
and western suburbs including Broadmeadows, St 
Albans and Williamstown. The change is expected to 
relieve peak-hour pressure on Flinders St station by 
taking passengers from northern and western suburbs 
to loop stations. 


Jolimont Yards project: The State Government has 
approved a massive redevelopment plan for 
Melbourne’s Jolimont rail yards. The completed 
development will cover 15 hectares of prime land from 
the rail yards to Princes Bridge. 


It is understood the project includes plans for hous- 
ing near the MCG, a hotel complex, retail shops, ten- 
nis courts and other sporting facilities, public offices 
and park land. To make room for the elaborate 
scheme, train marshalling facilities at Jolimont will be 
moved to five outer suburban centres, leaving only the 
eight main operational lines running in a corridor 
through the rail yards. 


Epping will be the first centre to have new train stab- 
ling facilities, followed by Dandenong, Frankston, 
Broadmeadows, and the Ringwood - Lilydale line. 
These facilities will include workshops and carriage 
cleaning operations. They will operate 24 hours a day. 


The entire Jolimont project will take up to 20 years 
in various stages. Work on the first stage is expected to 
start within 18 months. It will involve cluster housing 
with the possibility of some Housing Commission 
development in an area bound by Wellington Pde 
South and Jolimont Rd which leads into Brunton Av. 


The project will then follow stages from that corner 
through to office complexes near Princes Bridge. The 
Government is determined that each phase of the pro- 
ject : economically viable and largely self-financing. 

BB 
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SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Ballarat East: Near dusk on 8th February, 1984, there 
were twenty-two locomotives at Ballarat East depot. In 
recent years it has been rare to see so many engines at 
this locality. Engines were: 


ANR: 966. X: 38, 41, 50. 
S: 311. W: 250, 260. 
B: 83. ¥: 135, 132, 154: 


T: 324, 335, 341, 359, 361, 369, 382, 386, 393, 399, 
404. 

The 23rd engine would have arrived from No.8135 

shortly afterwards. (GR) 


Overland workings: The use of the ANR’s 930 class 
as the trailing engine on the Overlandfound a variation 
on 3lst March, 1984, when the Up service reached 
Ballarat at 0727 with 932 leading X50. The crew 
switched from the interstate locomotive when X43 was 
placed at the head of the train in Ballarat yard. Thus the 
automatic staff exchange apparatus could be operated 
for the passage of the train. The majority of the car- 
riages on this train had worked the Up service on the 
previous day, indicating that the last Down service had 
been prevented from working to Adelaide. 

Late running of the Up Overland near Ballarat on 
Mondays to Saturdays can lead to difficulties for the 
running of No.8122 (departure from Ballarat at 07 45) 
since there is only a twenty minute interval between 
the two trains if the interstate train is on time. In the 
event of the Overland being in Ballarat near the time 
for 8122 to depart, the local train is shunted into No.2 
platform in preparation for its trip. Most times when 
8122 leaves ahead of the Overland, it is assumed that 
this running sequence is maintained to Melbourne. 
However, on 13th April, passengers on 8122 were 
angered that the train was held 25 minutes in Bungaree 
to permit the Overlandto clear the sections Warrenheip 
to Gordon. 8122 arrived at Spencer St at 10 17, fifty 
minutes late. On the same day No.8115 had not 
reached Ballarat to form No.8142 (14 45 departure) so 
a bus service was substituted. (GR) 


Rail tractors: The following sightings were recorded 
during March and April: 

RT6: Castlemaine, 4.4.84. 

RT13: Maryborough, 4.4.84. 

RT25: Nhill, 6.4.84. 

RT34: Warracknabeal, 26.3.84. 

RT37: Bridgewater, 27.3.84. 

RT50: Stawell, 5.4.84. (BMW) 


V/Line wagons in SA: V/Line wagons sighted at plat- 
form 13 Adelaide railway station: 

Sat.14.4: D311 tangerine and silver with V/Line logo 
and VBPYi1 tangerine and silver colour scheme. 
Sat.21.4: VLPY142-V red with white VR logo on sides 

of wagon and VMPY58-J Motorail wagon. (BMW) 


Depot visits: (all at Ararat): 

Sun.1.4: C505, S309, T323, 324, 345, 357, 363, 365, 
381, 388, 413, W263, X52, Y137 and 157. 

Sun.8.4: B74, C502, 504, T328, 335, 347, 351, 362, 
365, 377, 389, 390, 403, 413, W263, X52, Y134, 
150, 154, 155, 156 and 157. 
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Sun.15.4: $313, T338, 347, 351, 358, 362, 375, 376, 
384, 389, 390, 400, W263, Y134, 137, 173, 154 and 
157. 

Sun.22.4: $300, 310, 313, T323, 325, 332, 349, 362, 
363, 366, 388, 390, 400, W263, Y147, 172, 155, 
157, 159 and 930. 

Sun.29.4: $307, T320, 326, 332, 334, 356, 362, 363, 
365, 366, 369, 373, 376, 400, 403, W263, Y117, 
137, 152, 155 and 157. (PJM) 


Multi-multi units: (all Stawell): 

Mon.2.4: T351, 413, 347, 390 and 349 Up Grain 
47=75, 07 30 

Mon.2.4: T347, 390 and C509 Down Grain 45=61, 
13 25 

Mon.2.4: C504, T390 and Y156 Up Grain 34=68, 
17 35 

Tues.3.4: S313, 310 and 311 Down Goods 24=47, 
07 30 

Wed.4.4: T389, 376 and C502 — Down Grain 27=54, 
21 20 

Thurs.5.4: T390, 347 and Y106 — Down Grain 
34=68, 07 45 

Fri.6.4: X51, T384, 400 and Y156 — Up Grain 34=68, 
21 35 

Sat.7.4: X52, B74, $313, 315 and C502 — Down Jet 
21=52, 1055 

Sat.7.4: C502, T347 and 390 — Up Grain 33=66, 
16 00 

Mon.9.4: T384, 400 and 358 — Up Goods 36=50, 
13 10 

Mon.9.4: T381, 413 and 347 — Up Grain 48=49, 
18 35 

Sat.14.4: B74, T359 and 328 — Up Grain 40=62, 
1410 

Thurs.19.4: T356, 334 and Y132 — Down Goods 
46=56, 15 30 

Tues.24.4: T353, 351 and 362 — Down Goods 50=54, 
14 00.: (PJM) ; 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Regional office shake up: Bendigo is to be upgraded to 
become one of six V/Line regional offices under a 
major restructuring program announced by the 
Transport Minister, Mr Crabb. The eight existing 
regional offices will be cut to six providing V/Line with 
a more efficient network of regional operation centres. 

Mr Crabb has approved the setting up of offices in 
Melbourne and the five regional centres of Geelong, 
Ballarat, Bendigo, Wodonga and Traralgon. Each 
regional office will be responsible for the day-to-day 
activities in the rail freight and passenger areas as well 
as developing the road operations of V/Line. 

Mr Crabb said three existing regional offices at 
Seymour, Ararat and Dandenong would be scaled 
down. (FS) 
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ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


New container depot: Albury/Wodonga is about to 
cement its position as one of the most important dis- 
tribution centres in Australia. A container depot, 
expected to open at Bandiana in June, will facilitate a 
docks to door service and transport produce from the 
manufacturer to the ocean port. 

Albury/Wodonga is already Australia’s only inland 
port, with its own Customs and quarantine services. 
The container depot is a key ingredient. Goods will be 
railed direct to Albury/Wodonga, rather than spend up 
to a month tied up in storage in Melbourne. 

The Bandiana depot is expected to service the 
Riverina and North-East Victoria as well as Albury/ 
Wodonga. The director of marketing, Mr Ken Carton, 
said the depot was essential for Albury/Wodonga’s 
progress as a national distribution centre. 

“Tt will make us a major part of the Railway 
Australia Container Express system’’, he said. It is 
being established on a 6.3 ha site near the Rocla factory 


. at Bandiana. V/Line and the corporation have spent 


more than $1.5 million in providing a dual-gauge rail- 
way link with the depot. 


Locomotive observations: In the North East. 

MARCH: 

Down broad gauge passenger trains: X39, X40, X43, 
X49. 


Up broad gauge passenger trains: X51, X52-X51, X45- 
S315, X45-T408, X47-B75, X43, X53-X49, X53- 
T386, X48-X47, X49, B80. 

Down broad gauge goods: T327, T332, T412. 

Up broad gauge goods: X47, T403-Y172, S305. 


L252 rolls a Down ballast slowly through Kilmore East at 12 48 on Wed.7.3.84. It worked from Broadford loop to 
Wallan loop. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


Down standard gauge goods: 42215, 42214, 42219, 
42202, 42216, 42216-GM23, GM27, GM28, 
GM23, L252, L253-42205, L253. 

Up standard gauge goods: GM28-GM27, GM28, 
GM27, L253. 

Up Daylight GM23, 42205. 

Down Daylight. 42214. 

Up Spirit of Progress: 42218, 42205. 

On 14.3, 48111 was shunting at Wodonga. 

APRIL: 

Down broad gauge passenger trains: B79-X37, B72, 
S305, S315, X37, X38-42, X41, X49-48, X53-42, 
X39-42, X43. 

Up broad gauge passenger trains: B79, B72, B67, S312, 
S311, $311-T405-T335, S309-315, X37, X38-42, 
X41, X48-49, X46, X42-53, X39-42, X52. 

Down broad gauge goods: H2, S308, T379-Y146, 
T405-335-Y 172-170. 

Up broad gauge goods: S300, $309-T321, $312, T379, 
X37-T379. 

16.4: Y169, Down Wahgunyah goods. 

Down standard gauge goods: 42214-GM24, GM28-27, 
GM28-23, GM24, L252. 

Up standard gauge goods: 42217-L252, 42220-42206, 
42211, 42202-GM27, 42217, 42207-GM23, GM24- 
Y114-Y103, GM27. 

Down Daylight: GM28-27, GM23, GM28. 

Up Daylight: 42220, 42202, 42206, GM28. 

Up Spirit of Progress: 42205, 42214, 42208 

17.4: 44232, Wodonga standard gauge loco siding. 

18.4: GM class and 44232 dead on Up goods at 
Springhurst. 


Above: X47-X38-T354-T339-T334-T322 pass through Warrenheip bound for Ballarat from Geelong on 
Sat.18.02.84. This unusual loco working regularly occurs on Saturdays to allow the locos to be serviced at 
Ballarat prior to returning to the wheat harvest. Up to ten locos coupled have been observed. 


Below: T370-S311 wait at the junction to the Apex Quarry at Kilmore East as GM28-42207 overtake with the 
1020 Down Albury goods on Sun.6.5.84. (Both photos John Dare) 
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Above: Another view of the light engine movement from 
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Below: C503-S312-C506-C504 start the descent of Warren- 
heip Bank as they head west on Sun.4.3.84. (Terry Derres) 


Rollingstock 


Train of Knowledge sleepers: Further to my article 
which appeared in Newsrail Jan. 1984, p.30 under 
‘‘Named Sleeping Cars’’) I have listed cars 5, 6 and 9 
to be Wando, Inmanand Pekina respectively. A follow 
up article submitted by another reader (March 1984, 
p.88) confirms the identities of sleepers 5 and 9, 
however the identity of sleeper 6 is shown as Acheron 
and not Jnmanas | have already stated. The means by 
which I identified these cars is that in the conductor’s 
compartment of each car their former names have 
been stamped into the lower hinge of the wash basins. 
The wash basins in the sleeping compartments of 
sleeper 9 (Pekina) were also stamped and assumably 
the other two cars (5 and 6) are so treated. No names 
es on any of the wash basins of cars 7, 8 and 10. 
KH 


New locomotives: The ten 3300 hp locomotives on 
order will be classed ‘G’ and, at this stage, have a full- 
width carbody. The V/Line locomotive department is 
trying to convince V/Line management to accept a 
narrow carbody. The ten, 2450 h.p. locomotives on 
order will be classed ‘N’ and have a narrow carbod 

with full-width cabs as in the ‘G’ class. (N for narrow? 

V/Line may also buy a small batch of BL locomotives 


in addition to the Gs and Ns. If so, the G locomotives 
will have full-width carbodies, presumably to match 
the BL type locomotives. (III) 


Taggerty: Taggerty is to be stripped of its buffet 
facilities and turned into a BG car, (as were the former 
restaurant cars Kiewa and Moyne back in 1961). 
Painted V/Line orange of course. (III) 


Steel bodied cars re-numbering: All steel-bodied 

country passenger rollingstock are to be numbered as a 

single series so that individual numbers allocated to 

each vehicle are permanently retained irrespective of 

subsequent modification or reclassifications. The pro- 

posed number series are as under: 

N cars and proposed Intercity cars: 1-100 (unchanged 
from existing numbers). 

H sets and Tulloch trailers: 101-200. 

S and Z cars, sleeping and special cars: 201-300. 

D (formerly VBPY) vans: 301-400 (as per previous 
direction). 

It is not envisaged that any alteration be made to the 

numbering of wooden-bodied cars having regard to the 

short remaining life expectancy of these vehicles or to 

joint-stock cars used on interstate services. 


Weekend tour to Bordertown on 18.05.84, K153 is seen at the head of the sleeping train as it runs between 
Poorneet and Cressy. (Ken Williams) 
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Proposed Numbers 


Class Present Number (and new class 
where applicable) 

BS 1-13 201-213 
VFS 2 214 
VFR 2 215 
VFX 1-2 216-217 
BRS 1-10 221-230 
VRS 1-3 231-233 
Moorabool* = 234 (RS) 
Avoca* 235 (RS) 
Murray* = 236 (RS) 
Norman* = 237 (OS) 
VHN 1 241 
AZ/ACZ 1-8 251-258 
VBK 1-5 259-263 
BZ 1-7 264 270 
VFK 1-6 271-276 
Sleeping cars 11-14 281-284 (SJ) 
Sleeping cars 15-16 285-286 (SS) 
VAM 1 287 (SZ) 


*Names of these special cars to be retained in addition to new 
number and classification. 


The renumbering should take place as cars enter 
workshops for lift, general overhaul or refurbishing/ 
modification programmes. It is therefore expected that 
tt vehicles will have been renumbered before the end 
of 1985. 


For the purpose of managing the contract for refur- 
bishing of Harris cars by Martin & King, the following 
vehicle classifications have been adopted: 
SCH — 62’ car van 
SH — 62’ trailer 
STH — 62’ terminal trailer 
LCH — 75’ car van 
LH — 75’ trailer 
LTH — 75” terminal trailer 
As these classifications do not conform to the conven- 
tional methodology for designating carriage types, the 
following is proposed for operational use: 
1. Sets of 62' cars be known as SH sets and of 75’ cars 
as LH sets. 
2. Classifications of individual car types to be: 
BCH -— car-vans 
BH — centre trailer cars 
BTH — terminal trailer cars 
MTH — Tulloch trailer cars. 
3. Sets to be numbered: 
SH sets 21 to 31 inclusive 
LH sets 32 and 33. 
4. Cars to be numbered in the 100 series as under: 
(a) Tulloch trailers: 
MTH 101-104 inclusive 
(b) SH and LH sets: 


Set No. BCH BH BTH 
SH21 121 141 161 
SH22 122 142 162 
SH23 123 143 163 
SH24 124 144 164 
SH25 125 145 165 
SH26 126 146 166 
SH27 127 147 167 
SH28 128 148 168 
SH29 129 149 169 
SH30 130 150 170 
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SH31 131 151 171 

LH32 132 152 172 

LH33 133 153 173 
Reserved for future use: 34-40, 134-140, 154-160, 
174-180. 


Airconditioned coaches: Whilst on a recent visit to 
Ballarat Workshops I gained the following information 
of what has become of the four main types (AS, AZ; 
BS, BZ) of airconditioned coaches originally built. 


Original Stage | Stage 2 Stage 4 Stage 5 
AS 1 OBS 4VFS 2VFR 

2 

3 11Bs 2VFS 

4 

5 

6 

ij 

8 6BS 1VAC 

9 3ABS 9MBS 9BRS 

10 

11 

12 1ABS 12AS 

13 

14 

15 2ABS 15BS 13AS 2ABS 

15BS 

16 
AZ 1 1ACZ 

2 

3 3ACZ 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 4VBK 

10 2VBK 

1 3VBK 

12 1VBK 

13 S5VBK 
BS 1 

2 IMBS 13BS 

3 2MBS 

4 

5 2VAC 

6 1VAC 

7 

8 

9 4VFS 2VFR 

10 1VFS 

11 2VFS 

12 1VFX 

13 2VFX 

14 3VFS 1VFR 10BRS 

15 13AS 2ABS 15BS 
BZ 1-7 

8 6VFK 

9 2VFK 

10 3VFK 

11 4VFK 

12 1VFK 

13 5VFK 


If any reader can help with the ones I have not found 
could they please submit details to Newsrail. 
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Works 


Earthworks at Bungaree: Earthworks on the new 
crossing loop at the 100 km post near Bungaree have 
commenced. Tenders for the supply of signalling at 
that loop were called in recent weeks. An advertise- 
ment has appeared for the tender for the reconstruc- 
tion of Creswick Creek bridge, which had been con- 
structed from materials supplied by Phoenix Foundry 
Company, Ballarat. 


More on Box Hill Transport Centre: During a visit to 
the Box Hill Transport Centre site on Sun.22.4, the 
following observations were made: 

The excavations on the south side of the station 
have now totally obliterated the old goods yard, along 
with the former bus station and car park. Double track 
has been laid between the two new northern platforms, 
and new pointwork is being laid immediately beyond 
the Up end of these platforms. The northernmost track 
is in place from the platforms through to new points 
which have been installed, a couple of hundred metres 
down the track, on the Down side of the Station St 
bridge. The footbridge and portable Down side station 
building have both been moved yet again to make 
room for construction work, while access to the Up 


platform is currently possible only from Station St as 
construction work on the south side has removed all 
access from Carrington Rd. (DSG) 


Tenders: Tenders have been called for the following: 

The design, manufacture, supply and delivery of 
pneumatic brake equipment for 24 Intercity 
passenger carriages. 

The design, manufacture, supply and delivery of 
packaged type airconditioning units to be installed 
on 24 Intercity passenger carriages. 

The design, installation and remote control of power 
signalling between Altona Junction and Laverton via 
Altona. 

The manufacture, supply, delivery, construction, erec- 
tion, installation testing and commissioning of 
power signalling of Bungaree Long crossing loop and 
alterations to existing flashing light installation. 

The supply of 400 axle box units. 

The supply of 100 sets of bogie parts. 

The supply of 200 axles. 

The supply and delivery of one set of turnout exchange 
equipment complete as specified. (BB) 


Replacing the Burke Rd Bridge at Camberwell Station during January 1984. 
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Delays, Derailments, 


G wagon delay: It was thought at first that Clayton had 
become a ‘super’ depot, because a G wagon was seen 
on the side of Haughton Rd. However, it seems that 
the vehicle developed a ‘hot-box’, and became derailed 
about 05 00 on Fri.24.2, delaying traffic for two hours, 
and caused some signal damage. The cargo consisted 
of 20 tonnes of limestone being conveyed from Nowa 
Nowa to Graham. (KH) 


Horsham pass. delay: On Sat.24.3, the 0755 Down 
Horsham pass. was 8 mins. late departing Spencer St, 
and arrival at Ararat was 21 mins. late, due to setting 
back at Trawalla to retrieve a dropped staff. The return 
journey that evening was a few minutes late 
throughout, and was marred by standing on the Up 
side of North Melbourne for 45 minutes because of 
single line working. (KH) 


Late Overland: The Up Overland was noted at Stawell 
on Sun.25.3, at 08 05, almost three hours late. Locos 
were X46, 935 and the load, 12 vehicles. (PJM) 


Major derailment at Wal Wal: No.9180 fast goods 
came to grief in the early hours of Sat.31.3, near the 
site of Wal Wal west of Glenorchy. The main line was 
blocked for almost 24 hours causing major disruptions 
to traffic. Cause of the problem was a hot box on a 
bogie bitumen tanker. Off the track were four bitumen 
tankers, 2 GYs, and 2 ANR OBF wagons. The GYs 
and two of the tankers, plus an OBF were abandoned 
while the others were rerailed and taken to join the first 
part of the train at Glenorchy by the train loco X52. 
(After T345 was detached and shut down.) The rear 
part of the train was removed to Lubeck by C501 
which was taken off an Up Jet at Murtoa. (PJM) 


etc. 


Above: An Up Traralgon pass. runs past G5635 on 26.2.84. 
(Ken Hancock) 


Below: B78 being rerailed near the Caltex Oil Depot at 
Echuca on 17.1.84. (Riverine Herald) 
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Opposite above: AN931 and V/Line X47 are bound for the 
Overland at Spencer St as GM23 on the Southern Aurora is 
Sydney bound at North Melbourne on Sat.28.1.84. 


Opposite centre: With the Melbourne skyline in the back- 
ground, C503-C507 lead BL32 on the 00 02 Up Serviceton 
express goods at West Footscray Junction on Sun.18.03.84. 
This was the first BL to Melbourne for crew training prior to 
their through running. 


Opposite below: CM23 on its delivery run to Victoria for 
hiring by V/Line is hauled by L253 as they wait at Wallan 
loop on the 0430 up Albury goods on Sun.11.12.83. 


Above: 42217-L252 near Springhurst on the 08 15 Up Albury 
goods on Sat.14.4.84. 


Right: Usually the V/Line X class leads the AN930 on the 
Overland. However on Mon.26.12.83 933 leads X50 into 
claetliad St on the late running Overland. (All photos John 
Dare 
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New line to Wallaroo: Australian National has com- 
pleted a new standard gauge rail link to the sea port of 
Wallaroo, in South Australia. The track links Wallaroo 
with the national Adelaide to Crystal Brook standard 
gauge line at Snowtown. 

With the existing broad gauge line, there is now a 
mixed gauge rail facility to the CBH sea terminal grain 
silos and the Wallaroo fertiliser plant at Wallaroo. 
Although it is anticipated that Port Pirie will still handle 
much of SA’s grain for export, the new standard gauge 
connection to Wallaroo is likely to become an attractive 
alternative to grain handlers. 

In addition the line is a potential rail/sea outlet for 
grain from western areas of New South Wales, via 
Broken Hill. 


Electrification of NZ’s North Island main line: Bri- 
tain’s Hawker Siddeley Group has released full details 
of contracts valued at more than $30,000,000 to 
electrify New Zealand’s North Island main line railway. 
Covering the first stage of railway electrification in 
New Zealand, these contracts involve 185 km of track 
between Palmerston North and Okahune. Work will be 
carried out by four Hawker Siddeley Group companies: 
Hawker Siddeley Rail Projects, Brush Electrical 
Machines, Westinghouse Signals and Westinghouse 
Brake & Signal Co (Australia). 


American Railroads’ revenue leaps up: The Associa- 
tion of American Railroad (AAR) recently reported 
that the industry’s net revenue from operations during 
the first nine months of the year was up 34% from the 
comparable period of 1982, when the industry was in 
the midst of a deep recession. Nevertheless, revenue 
was still more than 30% behind the January-September 
period of 1981 in which $1.8 billion was recorded; 1983 
earnings to date are $1.2 billion. 

The AAR noted that operating revenues during the 
nine-month period were down 4.6% from 1982 levels, 
falling to $19.8 billion. However, this decline was more 
than offset by a 6.4% drop in operating expenses, 
which totalled $18.5 billion. 


National Trust steams into railway campaign: As 
the battle continues to save the historic sections of the 
North Melbourne railway station, the National Trust 
has added its weight by classifying the entire Mount 
Alexander - Murray Valley Railway Line. 

The North Melbourne station is the first stop on the 
line. Although the station was partly demolished ten 
years ago, railway platforms and waiting rooms dating 
from 1884 still remain. Some months ago V/Line pro- 
posed tearing down the platforms to make way for 
their new wider-bodied trains. 

However, the platforms are registered with the 
Historic Buildings Council and that group has recom- 
mended to the Ministers for Transport and Planning 
and Environment that the platforms, with a few minor 
alterations, can be retained. The North Melbourne 
Association, which has been fighting to retain the sta- 
tion, has yet to receive a reply from the Government. 

The entire Mount Alexander - Murray Valley Line is 
significant in the development of Victoria, according to 
the National Trust. Construction of it was begun by a 
private company which ran out of funds and was 
bought out by the Government in 1856. The Victorian 
Railways Department was begun in the same year. 
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The Williamstown line and the first section of the 
Echuca railway to Sunbury was opened in 1859. Parts 
of the North Melbourne station are unique in Victoria. 
The verandahs on the old platforms are supported by 
cast iron columns and are the oldest Government rail- 
way buildings in the state. 

National Trust chairman, Lawrie Wilson, said the 
classification was the result of extensive evaluation by 
experts and includes a number of beautiful buildings 
on the line built from local stone. The line includes the 
largest and most spectacular collection of early stone 
and iron viaducts like the ones at Malmsbury, Sunb- 
ury, Elphinstone, Riddells Creek and Harcourt. There 
are wonderfully intact station buildings at Taradale, 
Kyneton and Echuca. 

Mr Wilson said the line was of immense importance 
and presented an ideal opportunity for V/Line to 
encourage heritage train tours from Melbourne to 
Echuca. In 1859 the line and its buildings was the 
largest building enterprise in the colony. the project 
became the focus of a number of industrial disputes as 
part of the move for improved working conditions. 


An extract from the NSW Railway and Tramway 
Magazine, 2nd June, 1919: 


Victoria: On the 30th April two runs from Flinders St 
to Sandringham and one to Elsternwick were suc- 
cessfully made by an electric train in a test conducted 
by railway officials. The steam service from Melbourne 
to Sandringham occupies 41 minutes, and the electric 
trains are scheduled to cover the distance in 30 
minutes. This speed was not obtained at the trial trips, 
which were really only a test of the apparatus. One 
interesting demonstration was the working of an 
automatic “‘trip’’, which, when an electric train passes 
a signal at danger, rises from the track, engages an arm 
on the car, switches off the electric current, and 
simultaneously applies the Westinghouse brake. 
Another device at Elsternwick, where the electric tram 
line crosses the railway line, prevents the railway cur- 
rent of 1,500 volts being on the overhead wires at the 
same time. The warning signal of the train is a whistle 
operated by compressed air, and capable of regulation 
between the sound of a toy whistle and an ear-splitting 
shriek. The substitution of electric for steam-driven 
trains on the Essendon - Sandringham line was com- 
menced at the end of last month and should be com- 
pleted towards the end of this month, when 25 trains 
will be utilised. The St Kilda, Port Melbourne and 
Williamstown lines will be converted to electric traction 
this year, and the Coburg, Preston and Heidelberg 
lines next year. 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: The Reso train, ‘‘The Victorian 
National Resources Development Train’’ began in 
1922 to allow the leaders of industry in the metropolis 
and rural areas to gain a better knowledge of the 
prospects and problems confronting each other. 


This month’s question: Where was Loanecorrie Junc- 
tion? 


Opposite: A ganger’s life has its ups and downs. Ganger 
Henry Robertson (left), probably at Marong about 1930. 
(Harry Williams Collection) 
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ft 

: TRAIN WORLD 

l 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
| | 
| New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 
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HOBBYCRAFT 


1 
I 
for Model Railways j 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
I 
1 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


| ellie eet | 


THE NATIONAL TRUST 
PRESENTS .... 


in conjunction with BROADAXE FILM 


PRODUCTIONS... 
“STEAM RAILWAYS OF THE SOUTH 
MAITLAND COALFIELDS’”’ 


An informative 26 min. cassette from 1° video, documenting 
the past, present and proposed future of the HUNTER VAL- 
LEY’S last steam railway 


Order From... Mr Robert Wallace 
20 Collett St., KENSINGTON 3031 
Phone: (03) 376 2952 
only $42.50 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
VHS () BETA (1) Phone 
* Allow one week delivery and $2 postage and handling 
G316/ 216213 
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RAIL TEES 


T-SHIRTS Size 6-22 White-Cream 
Books Posters Postcards aso svailabie 


SPORTS SHIRT 
WITH COLLAR 


DIESEL ELEGTRIG °°? “cpcaw 


SLOPPY JOES WHITE ONLY RED 


MENS 14—22 — $15-00 HEART Qoweits 


HATS BASEBALL STYLE ose 
$4- 95 ALICE SPRINGS 5750 


TELEPHONE (089)523128 
PACKING AND POSTAGE ADD $1.50 


$12.50 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 


NEWSRAIL 


